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Objectification of Women in Media

Medium:
Music Video: “She Don’t” by LeToya
Where:

YouTube: http://youtube.com/watch?v=rJ5eKi8Jr7E
When:

2006-11-15
Lyrics:

"She Don't"

[Verse 1]

Hello baby, as I was walkin' by

Hesitated and then I realized

'There go David'

I was surprised to see you

And I asked 'Do you remember me?'

Boy I'm so elated to run into you here

Shadow faded with diamonds in your ears

The memories that go, I don't wanna let go

Hear you say you got a girlfriend, but I know

[Hook]

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy

[Verse 2]

Ooh, I see us makin' plans

Me and you, forget your circumstance

Don't be actin' like me and you don't go way back

Late night dippin' in yo Cadillac

See I'm no psychic, but I can understand

She's a sidekick, but I know all your fantasies

She can't do it to you like I used to

And you know that I know

That she can't do you like I do, whoa

[Hook]

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

[Bridge]

Look at me and tell me you ain't feelin' me

Boy you know that I'm the one you need

(oh-oh-oh)

She's a waste of time, I can love you right

(Boy you know that)

I already know you on the personal

So there ain't no need to take it slow

(oh-oh-oh)

You know your best is your first

So tell me why you're with her

[Hook]

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

She don't even touch you like this

She don't even kiss you like this

She don't even treat you like I do

Boy you know that

[www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/letoya/shedont.html]

The music video is about the encounter of the central female singer with her previous boyfriend. She tries to convince her ex-boyfriend, who now has a new girlfriend, that she is better and more desirable as she “know(s) all (his) fantasies”. In the end, the boyfriend finds himself unsatisfied with his new “sidekick” girlfriend and calls his ex-girlfriend again. Although it is the woman who approaches the man, it is still the boyfriend who is in control as the woman is trying to get the man to take her again as his girlfriend. The woman is reminding her ex-boyfriend about how much more experienced and better she is at satisfying his desires, saying thing’s like “She don't even touch you like this”, referring to the new girlfriend’s lack of “experience”. The intended audience is young adult males who are not completely satisfied with their girlfriends or could be more satisfied. The man’s attitude is of wanting to have a pleasing girlfriend, filling the role of the person the singer is directing to and also representing the male viewer. The woman, however, has a pleasing attitude, trying to fulfil her role as the male’s “toy”. The camera shots of the female singer lying seductively on the ground and shots of her from bottom up combined with slow-mo effects showing the flaring of her hair all reinforce her role as an object. In the end, the male caves in to his desires and calls here ex-girlfriend again, addressing her as “toy”, further showing the acceptance of the female singer as a sex object.
This type of music video has a notable impact on society. For female viewers, the audience will see from the female singer’s point of view that women will try to please and sometimes fight each other for men. The singer almost encourages other woman to try to show strength and status by presenting themselves to other men as the ultimate “goal” through the sex-toy stereotype. This can cause women who will want to imitate the singer and fulfil that role. For male viewers, the video gives the viewer the idea that women aim to please men, causing men to believe that women should act like such for their own desires, possibly leading to bad relations or perceptions of their real girlfriends or other women in reality.
