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Move over Graham-pa Bell!
The new information age helps improve many important aspects of daily life, and communication is no exception. Through the use of cutting edge Internet technology, Voice over IP (VoIP) turns any ordinary computer into a top-of-the-line chatting machine. VoIP allows chatter bugs to connect to friends half way around the globe, all while sitting comfortably in front of their computer. Communication rests at the fingertips without the hassle of getting up and reaching for the nearest phone set. With the wide spread of high-speed internet these days, the century old telephone is better used as a paperweight. Discard the old phone and switch to VoIP, the new form of communication thanks to its: 1) low cost, 2) ease of use, and 3) growing popularity.
One of the most popular advantages VoIP offers over traditional phones is its low cost. Everyone likes things cheap, and as a student, so do I. A while ago I was invited to a private talkcast (talkshow) hosted by a friend in the United States. Rather than ringing through the old phone line and paying the 10¢-a-minute long distance charge, I tried my hands on Gizmo, a free VoIP service offering unlimited Gizmo-to-phone calls. Instead of spending over $5 for an hour of rambling, I walked away without a penny less. Through the use of my current Internet connection, I avoided the outrageous fees telephone companies charge their victims. Thanks to modern day technology, calls today as much as air at a gas station. Anyone can connect to the other end of the world without fear of toppling their tower of tolls. Luckier yet, starting changing over today will not even be a bother.
Unlike the tangled cords of hand sets, setting up VoIP is simple as one, two, three. The abundance of easy-to-use software, combined with ever-helpful customer service makes setting up Internet telephony child’s play. “Make phone calls using the Internet,” encourages Willie Reynolds, a maintainer of VoIP help site VoIPActivity.com. “Just need to catch hold of an IP phone and a software like Skype and you are ready for a futuristic roller coaster experience!” (Reynolds para 2) With free, click-and-install VoIP software like Skype and Internet Protocol (IP) addresses pre-packaged with most Internet services, even laziness is no excuse. Thanks to the work of hundreds of friendly programmers, switching over to VoIP is a breeze. Such ease of use makes VoIP easy as pie: just look the millions who have already switched.
Due to low costs and user-friendliness, VoIP is increasingly becoming the popular choice for Canadians. With everyone surfing the new Internet wave, millions across the country choose electronic communication over traditional methods. According to a recent report by finance consulting firm Moody’s Investors Service, a total of 1.1 million VoIP lines have already been established in 2006 and there will be an estimated 1.9 million Canadian VoIP subscribers by the end of 2007 (Wilson para 2-3). Montreal-based telecommunications consultant SeaBoard Group, on the other hand, is even more optimistic, predicting six million VoIP-using households by 2010 (Wilson para 4). More and more consumers are realizing the potential of VoIP and are trying out this revolutionizing technology. It will not be long before even nursery homes toss out their old phone sets. Internet telephony is becoming the standard in long distance callings, here in Canada and across the world. VoIP is the new “in”, but unlike other fads, its here to stay. 
Living in a world of indisposable innovations, it is time to switch to VoIP, the new form of communication. The cheap cost of Internet telephony allows family and friends to keep in touch without ridiculous fees. Simple-to-use programs such as Gizmo and Skype make joining easy, and with the growing number of users, users can stay connected with the same friends and family they have always talked to. Telephones will be a thing of the past, the next typewriter of this modern world. VoIP is the voice of the future and there’s no stopping the inevitable. So move over Graham-pa Bell and make way for the new information age.
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Screw Phones – We’ve got VoIP! - Outline
Thesis:

Trash the old phone and use VOIP, the new form of long distance communication, for to its: 1) low cost, 2) ease of use, and 3) growing popularity.
Argument 1: Cheap - Personal Experience
· Talkcast with AriX, 40 min
· Phone = long distance charges at 10 cents/min
· Gizmo = free

· Also allowed for hands-free in front of computer

· VoIP > Phone since free > $4
Argument 2: Ease of Use - Reference to Authority
· “Make phone calls using the Internet. Just need to catch hold of an IP phone and a software like Skype and you are ready for a futuristic roller coaster experience!”
· Willie Reynolds, maintainer of VoIPActivity.com, website for helping people make decisions about VoIP

· Skype installation simple, quick, minimal requirements
· Everyone has Internet Protocol (IP) address and buying an IP Phone easy – www.dialpad.com and sign up or use Internet service provider’s site
Argument 3: Popular - Statistics

· Moody’s Investors Service 1.1 million by 2006 (Canada)

· 1.9 VoIP subscribers by end of 2007

· SeaBoard Group (Montreal telecom company): 6 mil by 2010

· Skype on average 150 000 new users/day (Skype community website SummitCircle.com)

· constant increasing use and popularity
Conclusion:

Welcome and adapt to the new world of information and technology
