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Journal Entry

Today, I saw the movie version of The Outsiders in class. I noticed that there were many differences between the book and the book in terms of plot and characters. While some of the differences did not affect the story line very much, others made major changes. If I had not read the book before, I would be totally confused.

When I first saw the characters Ponyboy, Johnny and Dally walking together in the movie, I got a bit confused at the characters. I could recognise Johnny by his dark, black hair and skin. As for Ponyboy and Dally, I could not tell who is who. The character Ponyboy in my mind from the novel has light brown hair, like the hair Dally has in the movie. The only major thing showing the difference between the two characters was that Dally was taller than Ponyboy. As for the other characters, there was no actual introduction of them like the novel version did. I could understand who the other characters were only when they started to talk. 

Unlike other movies, the players in The Outsiders did not use much emotion or different tone of voice when they acted, making it very hard to understand their thoughts. Their voices were plain and flat that makes the characters sound unrealistic. I also noticed that the characters did not use as much slang as they did in the novel. This makes the characters seem more like adults rather than teenagers.

There were many differences in the plot as well. In the novel, the story begins with Ponyboy getting jumped. The movie skips that part and goes to the part where Ponyboy, Johnny and Dally meet Cherry and Marcia at the movie theatre. Afterwards, Ponyboy is slapped by his older brother for coming home late and he runs away. This important and significant event happens too quickly all at once, making it hard for me, the viewer, to understand what just happened. Although the events in the middle were somewhat clear and there were no major missing events, the ending was different from the one in the book. The movie ends when Dally gets killed. In the novel, the story goes on after Dally’s death from the part when Ponyboy gets sick to the court hearing and it explains why he is writing the story of what happened.

Although the movie is interesting to watch, the story line is still a bit confusing. If a person were to watch this movie but not read the book, he or she would have a difficult time understanding who the characters are and what is happening in the plot and why.

