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Journal Entry

Not everything is exactly what they seem to be. In the novel The Outsiders, Ponyboy had a hard time understanding Darry’s feelings.

At the beginning, Ponyboy starts the story with an introduction of every character from his point of view. His interpretation of his oldest brother, Darry, is a cold-hearted person who treats him “as if (he) was six instead of fourteen”. Ponyboy thinks that Darry is mean and does not have many feelings toward him. The problem is that Ponyboy does not realise what Darry had gone through. Being the oldest of the three, Darry is forced to discontinue his study and get a job to support the family. He sacrifices many important things such as higher education in his life to make enough money to help raise his two younger brothers. Darry stresses himself out too much from work and worries a lot about things like Ponyboy’s education. Ponyboy, from my point of view, somehow thinks the world revolves around him. He does not realise or take a bit of time to understand the troubles Darry is having. On the other hand, Darry wants Ponyboy to be the best he can be. He pushes Ponyboy too hard. He does not realise how much pressure he is putting on Ponyboy. As a result, there is a misunderstanding between them, which is not good for neither or them.

Near the end of the story line, Ponyboy realises all the efforts Darry has put into supporting the family. Darry also realises how much pressure Ponyboy has borne and tries to act nicer. He tries to understand Ponyboy’s feelings and to see things from Ponyboy’s point of view. Since their parents have both passed away, Darry is too scared to take any risks of losing his youngest brother. After he discovers that Ponyboy is safe, he realises that Ponyboy is able to take care of himself, releasing him from one of his major worries. Thereafter, Ponyboy’s feelings toward Darry become much better, pulling them closer together.

