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Journal Entry

Whenever I read the “Local” or “Community” section of the newspaper, many times I notice a small article about some sort of violence that happened. Teenagers, in many cases, are involved in those violent events.

In the novel The Outsiders, I noticed that most of the characters seemed to enjoy some kind of fighting, including “rumbles”. These prototypical characters show one of the major problems that occur a number of times in the modern world: teen violence. The characters in the novel seem to think that fights are the easiest way to solve problems. They try to show off their skills, strength and bravery by fighting. Unfortunately, they do not understand the consequences of violence and the damages they are causing to the community. Violence also leads the characters in the novel to carry weapons, such as a knife and a gun, and eventually become criminals.

Near the end of the novel, only Randy and Johnny realise the effects of violence after what happened to Bob. When Johnny kills Bob, he realises what the bullying has made him do and how that has negatively affected his action. Since Randy was Bob’s best friend, it also affects him. Like Johnny, he realises the effects of being violent and the tragic consequences. Violence not only has changed the life of those individuals directly involved but also that of the people in the community.

While I am writing this journal, I see my neighbour’s little boy outside my window playing with a toy gun. He is aiming the gun at the people in cars passing by and pretending to shoot them. This shows the beginning of a like for violence. Then I also see his mom coming out,  taking away the gun and telling him not to play with it. It seems that this boy listens to his mom and puts away the toy. It shows how the world has been influencing him at the age of six.

Fortunately, today’s situation is a little bit better than that in the past. Many children are taught about the bad effects and consequences of violence early in their life. I hope that this may make the world safer in the future.

