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Reader’s Journal, Book Talk – The Call of the Wild
The novel that I will be presenting today is The Call of the Wild and Selected Stories. All of these are situated in the Yukon, high up North where gold was struck in 1897, starting the Klondike gold rush. Jack London, the author, took on the journey but returned nearly empty handed, with the exception of a journal from which his experiences survive.

In this collection, there are six short stories. But the most memorable of them all is none other than The Call of the Wild, the main feature and the best, where London brings the reader into the fascinating world of a sled dog named Buck. But first, I shall read out an excerpt.

“The Yeehats were dancing around the wreckage of the spruce-bough lodge when they heard a fearful roaring… and it contained John Thorton; for Buck followed his trace into the water, from which no trace led away….” Dun, dun, dunnn…

The Call of the Wild is the life-story of a domestic dog, named Buck. During the time of the gold rush, many strong and thick-coated sled dogs were needed. Consequently, Buck was taken away from his lazy Southern home and thrust into the North. A Frenchman and his government helper buy him and, with the help of a whole team of able-bodied dogs born for the job, Buck quickly learns the ways of the nature and, most importantly, the primitive “Law of Club and Fang”. After many lessons and experiences, old skills and senses from his long-gone ancestors anew and return. Quickly, he rises to the top, conquering and mastering all, with the exception of the humans. One day, he is rescued by certain death by a man named John Thorton. John Thorton turns out to be a very kind and fathering person and takes good care of Buck. However, in an ambush, John Thorton and his crew are killed mercilessly by a band of Indians. This is the point of drastic personality change where Buck breaks free from human society. As quoted, “The last tie was broken. Man and the claims of man no longer bound him…”

The main focus that Jack London tries to express in The Call of the Wild is the primitive law of the club and fang. The club and fang law expresses the power pyramid of man and beast. A dog is equipped with fangs for killing. Humans in London’s point of view have nothing except the weapons they create; however, without them, they are not fit for survival. As London compares in the story, [Flip to page 8]. Jack London truly shows the harsh and brutal reality where justice and fairness is sometimes ignored.

In the story, Buck quickly learns this and uses it as a lesson. Throughout this story, Buck learns lots of lessons; consequently, his character develops rapidly. After going through many owners and masters, he soon fully realizes the limited extent of the law of club and fang. The threat of humans slowly fades away from him, but is never completely forgotten. To him, humans become another challenge in life. As a result of life on the trail, he becomes fit for survival and becomes more cunning and skilled, and the “dominant primordial beast” inside him grew and grew. As described, [Flip to page 56].

Nevertheless, the most revolting change in Buck’s short life was the rescue by John Thorton. Buck becomes warmer and much of his savageness disappears. Unfortunately, as shown in the excerpt, Thorton passes out of his life like all the other people he encountered. After this incident, he goes through the most dramatic change of his nature, which I will not tell you.
There are many ways that this narrative can be related to reality, to some people more than others can. One obvious example is to try to understand the nature of animals, such as dogs. Jack London gives a remarkable view of the world from the point of view of a dog. Also, another factor of the story that the reader can relate to is the feeling of confusion or shock, like the many new experiences Buck learns. Some examples are when he first interprets and discovers snow, or the discovery of the way sled dogs sleep in the snow, unlike sleeping near the humans or tents like most domestic dogs. Another lesson to be learned is the feeling of frustration and learning from it. In the story, Buck get frustrated each time he is brutally hit with the club, and the process repeated until Buck could no longer charge the man; he learned the Law of Club and Fang the hard way. In addition, there are also the drastic decision changes, like when you are tempted to do something, but also more tempted to do another thing, when suddenly one thing loses interest or meaning. This happens to Buck, but you’ll have to read the book to find out what happens.
The Call of the Wild is a very fascinating tale and shows the spirit of the true North. It is reflective, exciting, and yet heart-warming with a sad but wonderful ending. Valuable life lessons can be learned and personal experiences can be connected. The Call of the Wild is truly an inspiring story, and there is very little I have to say against it. I would highly recommend it for recreational readings.
