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Reader’s Journal – Artemis Fowl
Dear Journal,

Artemis Fowl is the story of a twelve-year old mastermind who also happens to be a millionaire. Artemis believed in the existence of fairies and kidnaps a real one. The problem with the capture is that the kidnapped fairy is Captain Shorts, a fairy in the LEPrecon squad, the fairy police force, he takes it a bit to far, and the fairies are trying to get the Captain back.

My favourite part of this novel, contradictingly, is not the climax, but rather just a very suspenseful section. This is of when Commander Root, a higher-ranking officer of the LEPrecon, attempts to save Shorts by following her tracking device into an abandoned whaler. The suspenseful part of this is that, being and thinking as a human, the reader can instinctively tell the boat is a trap. Unfortunately, being a fairy, the commander has no clue what will happen. The reader has an urge to tell the commander the supposed trap; however, the reader is outside the plot. Consequently, the reader will feel tense as the commander slowly enters the whaler, knowing that next, something will happen.

The events that lead up to the trap build lots of suspension. One obvious clue of danger is that the indication of the tracker is on a rusted and abandoned whaler in the middle of the ocean. Also, another bad sign is that even the advanced technology of the fairies cannot produce a thermal reading of the insides of the ship, which is very old and leaded. This leads the reader to think about the situation and the coincidence that the lead limits the amount of information that can be gather. Not only does this increase suspense by putting Commander Root at a major disadvantage, but it also gives you a great hint of Artemis’ possible intelligence and ability to think of and create obstacles that work. Consequently, the commander is “on his own… No science. No uppity centaur whinnying in his ear. Just a fairy, his wits, and maybe a touch of magic.” Another clue of misinterpretation is when he interprets the conditions of the whaler. “The smell of death and pain lingered in the blood-swabbed decks… Root shook his head. Humans were such barbarians.” It does not occur to him that it is a perfect setting for an ambush or possibly a bomb.

During the scene where Root enters the room where the tracker is hidden, many details are given that builds uncertainty. The first, which is clearly mentioned, is that the door is open and unlocked. It sets the mood to an obvious trap. Had Captain Shorts truly be in there, the latch would have at least locked. In addition, the room was the refrigerated storage bay, where a person held captive would be near death just from the temperature.

The point of which something actually happens is when Commander Root exhales in the room. Due to the extreme coldness, the moister from his breath immediately crystallized, forming an icy cloud in front of him. This was the dead give-away, as, immediately after, Artemis Fowl, using a high resolution camera, spots the cloud, signalling that the commander had entered the room. From this, the excitement starts to build up.

As predicted, Artemis Fowl had placed a bomb beside the tracker. The short but quite descriptive section on the countdown is very exciting, as the commander manages to get out and into the water only scorching his clothe but had no bodily harm. The excitement is strong, as the elapsed time from the starting of the timer to the bang is three seconds, requiring the fairy to fly at extremely fast speed to out-race the flames that burned the oxygen rich trail that followed.

The novel Artemis Fowl is very exciting and has many unexpected twists and ideas from Artemis. The section of which I described would be my favouri4te section and most exciting. 
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