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Reader’s Journal – The Angel’s Command

Dear Journal,

Like a large portion of the novels I read, this one is by none other than Brian Jacques; however, this is not in the Redwall series, as it does not end with suffix “A tale of Redwall.” Rather, it is part of a new series from the original book of The Castaways of the Flying Dutchman!”, which I did not discover existed until I found this book in the library. The Angel’s Command was published last year and is the sequel to the first book. It has similarities with the Redwall series, like many songs and continuous twists.

The basic, singular plot of the story is of a boy who is eternally young and cannot die. The boy, whose name is Ben, and his dog Ned were granted the gift, as well as freedom from the Flying Dutchman!, now a ghost pirate ship that haunts him, from an angel who descended from heaven. Also, the pair has been granted the ability to communicate thoughts to each other, and ever since, the boy and the dog have stuck together. I do not know much about their previous adventures, as I have not read the story, just the foreword of this book.

In the Angel’s Command, the boy again finds himself on a pirate ship with a nice captain that’s running away from two ships persuading the vast, won gold. After the shipwreck, he finds himself with two other friends, an artist and a thief/singer. They sneak their way in a country fair but are caught and sent to the counte who decide their fate. Ironically, the counte turns out to be a kind, old man, who is trapped inside his town because of a threatening group of thieves of mischief. He asks the three to help him find his brother’s son, and they do. After, Ben and Ned leave and help the priest brother of the captain of the boat in the beginning by helping him find his brother’s gift.

Overall, I like this book, as its plot is more complex and the language more sophisticated; however, I disliked the book’s ending, which I believe is too rushed. Although the other sections are about 80 pages each, the last twist in plot is almost 20 pages in length, which is very short. The author quickly starts the mini-plot with the angel telling the pair to leave and seek another old man. The confused two leave and, while walking along the shore, encounters the old man, in less than 5 pages! The three introduce themselves, with the exception of Ned, the dog, and relate their story. Instead of actually telling the story, however, Brian Jacques gives the statement of the boy telling what happened without actually telling the story on the text. If he did, it would have lengthened the story section slightly without making the reader too bored. Also, it takes a total of only 12 pages between the time of Ben help the priest find the gold and the boy’s departure. I find this disappointing as, unlike the general impression of fictional books, the ending is still interesting and gives you motivation to read the sequels and the rest of the fantasy novels of the series, if there still are any more to come. And if they are, the ending of this one just brings the whole book down, so I will most likely not read further if the next is just as bad as The Angel’s Command by Brian Jacques.
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