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Reader’s Journal – The Call of the Wild
Dear Journal,
Last week, I read another great book. This one is called The Call of the Wild, a story of the life of a sled dog named Buck. Buck is a typical hunting dog that belongs to a farmer. During the Klondike gold rush, he is sent away from his home and thrust into the cold and brute North to pull and work on the trail. Since there is little other character developments in the tale other than that of Bucks, whose point of view it is narrated from. Consequently, there is no other character to admire of other than Buck himself, who is quite praiseworthy.

Being a short story, the author, Jack London, focuses on the personal development of Buck. As the beginning, Buck starts in the warm, sun-kissed Santa Clara Valley of San Diego. He is depicted as a typical, big, St. Bernard breed of some typical farmer or hunter. At first, the reader believes that this will be the main setting of at least the first section of the tale. When Buck is thrust into the cold harsh wilderness, however, the reader can really experience the shock along with Buck. This is mainly the first step towards the liking of Buck. Throughout the fiction, Buck slowly develops positive personality, which causes the reader to constantly worry about the well being and improvements of Buck. As the story expands, Buck becomes more courageous and masterful, causing the reader to look at him in awe, just like many of the sled dog’s fair owners and masters.

Yet soon latter, nearer to the end, Buck becomes more ruthless and savage. As a reader, I almost lost my liking for the dog, which slowly turns savagely wolf-like. Luckily, when John Thorton, a kind and fathering man who saves Buck, intervenes, Buck returns to his conscious self and loses much of his savageness and wildness. Instead, he keeps many of his good traits, like skills, cunningness, courage and mastery, yet also loyal, kind, and emotionally strong; the typical desired dog. The reader once more admires Buck’s character, even more than usual.

But the ending is the part that I believe caused me to admire Buck the most. After Indians kill the new master, Buck goes and joins a pack of timber wolves. The author leaves a good impression of what happens afterwards. Buck, due to his skilfulness, becomes the leader. Though he adapts to life in the wilderness, he does not become wild and is not as ruthless as the rest of his pack. The grim lessons of humans still burn in his mind, and Buck use them. Buck accommodates to wilderness life yet still remembers life on a trail. This fascinating self-discovery amazes me and makes e think how wonderful yet sad it would be for him. By ending the story like so, the author leaves you in awe of the character, Buck. 

Written by,

Philip Peng







