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The Two Ends of the Stick
In William Golding’s novel The Lord of the Flies, the two characters Piggy and Jack are shown as opposite ends of the human nature spectrum. Although they are both British boys and castaways from an airplane that crashed on a secluded island during the Second World War, many personality factors set them apart. First, Piggy’s physical state causes him to be very reliant on others, while Jack can function alone. Also, Piggy confides in social order while Jack turns to savagery. Later in the novel, Piggy stands for democracy while Jack desires autocracy. Nevertheless, when order was not induced in the boys, Jack came out victorious. Golding illustrates the superiority of the primitive state of man over civilization, represented by Jack and Piggy respectively, through the contrast of the two boys in their state of dependence, social attitudes, and governing views.

To start off, there is a strong and noticeable difference in the dependency of Piggy and Jack. Piggy strongly relies on his glasses and others in the novel. After Jack and his tribe steals Piggy’s glasses, Piggy, Ralph, and Samneric try to retrieve it. When Ralph prepares to fight with Jack, Piggy became scared; “Piggy wailed. / ‘Ralph! Don’t leave me!’ / With ludicrous care he embraced the rock, pressing himself to it above the sucking sea. The sniggering of the savages became a loud derisive jeer.” (p. 217) Piggy was easily frightened without the protection of Ralph nor his glasses, a modern day invention. Jack, on the other hand, quickly learns to work alone. After his failed attempt at killing the wild pig on the island at his first encounter, Jack goes out to try to hunt it, alone after sending back his choir hunters. “Jack was bent double. He was down like a sprinter, his nose only a few inches from the humid earth. The tree trunks and the creepers that festooned them lost themselves in a green dusk thirty feet above him; all about was the undergrowth… The forest and he were very still.” (p. 61-62) Jack is able to function without the support of others, putting him in a better position than Piggy. The contrast between Piggy’s need for outside assistance and Jack’s solidarity reflects the superiority of the ancient instincts of humankind over man’s current state.

In addition, the attitudes of the two boys reflect the opposite ends of human society. Throughout the novel, Piggy keeps a civilized approach to everything he believes in. When the remaining four boys confront the tribe, Piggy stands up for the old civilized order. “The booing rose and died again as Piggy lifted the white, magic shell. / ‘Which is better—to be a pack of painted niggers like you are or to be sensible like Ralph is?’ / A great clamour rose among the savages. Piggy shouted again. / ‘Which is better—to have rules and agree, or to hunt and kill?’ ” (p. 221-222) Although his ideals are strong, it proves ineffective on the savages, which Jack is one of. As the story progresses, Jack drifts away from his old, civilized nature, first by painting himself and then by killing a defenceless mother pig. “Jack, identifiable by his personality and red hair, was advancing from the forest. A hunter crouched on either side. All three were masked in black and green. Behind them on the grass the headless and paunched body of a sow lay where they had dropped it.” (p 216-217) Jack’s retro-growth into the state of savagery allows him to survive as well as win the backing of the rest of his tribe. While Piggy shows the remnants of a developed society, Jack’s reverted state of wilderness proves dominant.

Finally, throughout the novel, the two extremes of political control are evident in the views of the two boys. Piggy strongly believes in democracy for the group of boys. When the little boy who saw the “beastie” reach out for the conch, causing everyone else to laugh, Piggy stood up for the littl’un. “ ‘Let him have the conch,’ shouted Piggy. ‘Let him have it!’ ” (p. 46) Piggy sought for the little boy’s right to speak and was largely ignored until everyone calmed down and Ralph intervened. Alternatively, Jack completely abolishes such right when he takes total control of the tribe. After Jack and his tribe leaves Piggy and the others, Jack orders Wilfred to be beaten without reason, shown when Robert informs Roger of the “Chief’s” intentions. “‘He’s going to beat Wilfred.’ / ‘What for?’ / Robert shook his head doubtfully. / ‘I don’t know. He didn’t say. He got angry and made us tie Wilfred up. He’s been’—he giggled excitedly—‘he’s been tied for hours, waiting—’ / ‘But didn’t the Chief say why?’ / ‘I never heard him.’ ” (p. 196-197) Jack orders the beating of Wilfred to serve as an example to the other tribe member, and no one opposes. Such example shows Jack’s growing dictatorship as the strongest of the tribe and thus the leader. Piggy’s stand for the equality, which reflects the ideals of the modern society, comes out powerless compared to Jack’s primeval method of tyranny.

The two ends of the stick of humanity are revealed through Golding’s depiction of the two boys, Piggy and Jack. On one side, Piggy represents the weaker, structured, and fair side of man, while Jack reveals the self-reliant, chaotic and power-hungry contrast. In the end of the novel, Jack’s ability to overtake and conquer Piggy becomes a symbol of dominance. Throughout the novel, Golding uses this contrast as an allegory. It is an allegory that reflects the inner conflict of humanity, an allegory ultimately showing the struggle of humanity in defining themselves from the dominating primitive state of their own bestial nature. If not checked on, such bestial nature could reverse, overwhelm and destroy what humans have tried to create for thousands of years: civilization from savagery. 
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