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In Shakespeare’s play, Macbeth, it is Macbeth’s swaying ambition that leads him to his downfall. After hearing the prophecy of the three witched, Macbeth begins to consider the real possibility of becoming the king, causing a strong ambition to grow within him, an ambition he believes can be fulfilled through bloodshed. His first victim to this internal weakness is the king, Duncan. At the start of the play, Macbeth’s encounter with the witches causes him to seriously contemplate murdering Duncan for the throne:

“Macbeth:  I am thane of Cawdor:

If good, why do I yield to that suggestion

Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair,

And make my seated heart knock at my ribs,

Against the use of nature? Present fears

Are less than horrible imaginings:

My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical,

Shakes so my single state of man that function

Is smother’d in surmise, and nothing is,

But what is not.” (I, iii, 143-157)

Macbeth’s short soliloquy reveals his evil thoughts at murdering Duncan, but also his fear of wrongdoing. When Malcolm is pronounced Prince of Cumberland and thus heir to the crown in Scene iv, however, Macbeth’s ambition overtakes integrity as he then decides to take the dark path of killing Duncan: “Stars, hide your fires! / Let not light see my black and deep desires: The eye wink at the hand; yet let that be, / Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see.” (I, iv, 50-53) Macbeth carries out his plans successfully, murdering Duncan. The next morning when the dead Duncan is discovered, Malcolm, sure that Macbeth was the true culprit, flees for his life to England, while his younger brother Donalbain goes to Ireland:

“Malcolm:  What will you do? Let's not consort with them:

To show an unfelt sorrow is an office

Which the false man does easy. I'll to England.

Donalbain: To Ireland, I; our separated fortune

Shall keep us both the safer: where we are,

There's daggers in men's smiles: the near in blood,

The nearer bloody.” (II, iii, 169-175)
The two brothers understand that since Macbeth was Duncan’s closest cousin in the bloodline, they would be Macbeth’s next targets, and so flee. After fleeing to England, Malcolm, with the support of King Edward and the Earl of Northumberland, Siward, builds an army of ten thousand troops to go to war against Macbeth and return Scotland to its rightful king:

“Malcolm: We are coming thither: gracious England hath

Lent us good Siward and ten thousand men;

An older and a better soldier none

That Christendom gives out.” (IV, iii, 218-221)

Malcolm, now supported by Macduff, rallies his forces while Macbeth prepares for war. By now, Macbeth is tired out from his constant worries as an undeserving king, as well as the dead of his wife, while many in his army are already unwilling to fight for him. After Macbeth encounters Macduff and duels, Macduff enters the scene with Macbeth’s head on his sword and proclaims Malcolm the new King of Scotland, restoring Scotland back to its rightful ruler. Macbeth’s overpowering ambition led him to undeserved powers, only to also lead to his downfall. Like all things powered by a temporary force, what goes up, must come down. Fin.
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