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Moore than the Average Leader
On September 12, 2001, the day after the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre, a message flashed across the World Wide Web. It was not a US secretary declaring war on a random Islamic country, nor a radical declaration of Jihad on America by “terrorists”. It was a message from left-wing activist and film director Michael Moore expressing his sympathy to the families of the victims lost in the tragedy and criticizing President George W. Bush’s delayed reaction to the national crisis. (Wikipedia Moore 4) This is just one example of Moore’s numerous acts of patriotism that makes him a perfect role model. Born April 23, 1954 in Davison, Michigan near the city of Flint, Moore was raised in an environment of corporate corruption. His uncle was a founder of the United Automobile Workers Labour Union, while him mother, father, and grandfather all worked for General Motors. (Wikipedia, Moore 1) In 1989, General Motors’ decision to close its factories around Flint, Michigan and move to Mexico led to Moore’s entrance into the world of film. His first documentary, Roger & Me, which presented the aftermath and impact of the move to the city, soon became widely famous and controversial. Ever since, Moore has become well-known for critical, controversial, left-wing views on big corporations and the Bush administration, often making it to the big screens, filming the comedic satire Canadian Bacon and hosting his talk show The Awful Truth. His 2002 film, Bowling for Columbine, won the 2003 Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature and was, at the time, the highest-grossing mainstream-released documentary, only to be later surpassed by Moore’s 2004 controversial documentary, Fahrenheit 9/11, with a gross of almost $200 million worldwide. (Wikipedia Moore 2) Throughout his life, Moore has been using his talent in filming in making a stand in the world. Moore is always committed to his cause. He believes in fairness for everyone. Moreover, he is supported by the voices of the public. Michael Moore is a true American leader due to his outstanding integrity.

Moore is dedicated to his principles and often risks himself in standing with them. He has a strong sense of democracy and is willing to sacrifice himself for his cause. In 1986, while working for the journal Mother Jones, he was fired for refusing to publish an article by Paul Berman, a member of the World Policy Institute, because it questioned the human right’s record of the Sandinistas, a left-wing socialist party that managed to overthrow the US-backed Somozadic dictatorship in Nicaragua. He stood up for a group he conceived righteous and subsequently lost his job. (FreeRepublic.com par. 3-4) With such eagerness, Moore sticks firmly to his ideals no matter the consequences, setting him apart from others. In addition, Moore is not afraid to sacrifice his freedom in his opposition to capitalism. On January 26, 2000, he and the band Rage Against the Machine marched down Wall Street with a federal permit to play for Moore’s music video Sleep Now in the Fire despite a rejection from the city of New York for a sound permit. When the police came and threatened to arrest them, they ran into the New York Stock exchange, causing the building to shut down. Moore recalls, “For a few minutes, Rage Against the Machine was able to shut down American capitalism – an act that I am sure tens of thousands of downsized citizens would cheer.” (Green Left 1) Moore did not hesitate in risking arrest for what he considered was for the good of American citizens – eagerness essential to being a strong leader.

Furthermore, Moore has a strong sense of justice, often exhibited in his films and movies. In The Big One, 1997, Moore targets Nike on its practice of outsourcing its shoe production to Indonesia where children as young as 12 years old away in factories for a living. The film sparked controversy on Nike’s social policies and on May 12, 1998, Nike declared a minimum age requirement of 18 to work in their factories. (MichaelMoore.com par. 1) Moore’s stand for the welfare of others shows his powerful morality. In his infamous documentary Bowling for Columbine, Moore looked for the reasoning behind gun violence such as in the case of the Columbine High School Massacre. Moore took on different views and perspectives of the issue and ultimately blames the vast amount of guns in the United States rather than a select handful of criminals. Instead of playing the blame game on certain individuals, Moore revealed the failure of the gun system of America and the need to correct it, bringing out his exceptional ideology. (Wikipedia Bowling 1-3) In his more recent and well-known documentary, Fahrenheit 911, Moore examined the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks, intensely following alleged connections between President George W. Bush and Osama bin Laden, the mastermind behind the attacks. In it, Moore criticized Bush’s slow and reluctant decision to act due to relations between the Bush administration and the bin Laden and Saudi royal families. (IMBd par. 5) Moore tries to bring the truth out to the public – a quality that makes him stand out. 

Moore’s actions and films have inspired many to support and look up to him. In his acceptance speech for winning the Best Documentary Oscar in 2003 for Bowling for Columbine, Moore took this opportunity to shame Bush, saying, “We like non-fiction and we live in fictitious times. We live in the time where we have fictitious election results that elects a fictitious president. We live in a time where we have a man sending us to war for fictitious reasons. Whether it's the fiction of duct tape or fiction of orange alerts, we are against this war, Mr. Bush. Shame on you, Mr. Bush, shame on you.” The speech was met with cheers and applause, while backstage, the members of the Teamsters, one of the largest labour unions in the United States, helped Moore into his limousine. (Wikipedia 4.1) Not only did Moore have the courage for such acts of boldness, but the audience of many of the world’s greatest filmmakers and actors as well as unionists representing the populace backing him. In fact, some of his followers were even willing to fight in his name. In his 2004 Slackers Uprising Tour, featuring the call to vote for the federal elections, massive public debates and media frenzy arose around Moore’s stop at Utah Valley State College in Orem, Utah. Numerous students and community members alike came out to greet and support Moore and lobby for his right to speak despite death threats, bribery, and lawsuits from some who opposed the visit due to the University’s funding of the event. (Wikipedia 3) Such revelation of efforts by the public for Moore’s basic right to speak demonstrates the true extent of Moore’s influence—the wind beneath his wings.

Moore’s dedication to his beliefs, superior sense of equality, and backing from the public made him a great leader. Even today, Moore constantly strives to bring global awareness to important issues, working on a sequel to his most famous Fahrenheit 9/11, which he plans to name Fahrenheit 9/11½, and planning an unnamed documentary in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. (Wikipedia 2.1) Moore put his heart and soul in trying to make the world a better place through whatever means he knows of. In the words of Lance Secretan, the founder of the worldwide consulting organization Secretan Centre, “Leadership is not so much about technique and methods as it is about opening the heart. Leadership is about inspiration—of oneself and of others. Great leadership is about human experiences, not processes. Leadership is not a formula or a program, it is a human activity that comes from the heart and considers the hearts of others. It is an attitude, not a routine.” (Industry Week par. 7) And that is just the attitude Moore has.
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