“The Fall of France”

· early May 1940

· Maginot Line > fortifications facin G from Belg n Swiss > 2 mil Fr troops

· Belg border > 250k BEF

· expect E attack, Hitler thought otherwise

“The Allies Retreat”
· May 15 Group B (Meuse riv) rip thru Fr 2nd n 9th Army

· Supported by air attacks

· Allies Belg realize right flank open > withdraw

· abandon Brussels 17th abandon  Antwerp 18th 

· Group A delay by Hitler halt order 15th n 17th
· 18th, defeat Fr Gen De Gaulle’s 4th Armoured Div

· head N to channel

“Evacuation from Dunkirk”

· G forces could easily crush Allies

· May 24 n 26, Hitler call halt
· Following, Miracle of Dunkirk > evacuation of Brit n Fr forces
· Surrender of Belg by King Leopold III
· Not go to far into that
Canada Affected n Article

· day after Fr armistice, Globe n Mail printed this: > [title]

· though Can not participate much in the Fr campaign, spring crisis 1940 affect Can in terms of:

· Participation [board]

· Economy

· US relations

Participation

· mark end of “Phoney War” in Can

· suddenly, Can > Brit’s biggest ally

· fear arose if Europe conquered, NA > next

· passed National Resources Mobilization Act

· gave gov powers to conscript for home defence purposes

· hundreds Nazis, Fascists n Communists interned

· Can militia > “Canadian Army” send 2nd n 3rd Div to Eng > 1st Div there already

· buy 50 Am destroyers

· 4 destroyers n RCAF squadron to Eng

Economy

· with abandonment of Brit equipment at Dunkirk, need replacements

· bombs to binoculars

· 1939-1941, gross national product rose 47%

· unemployment drop 0.5 mil to 200k

· iron and steel production x 2

· transportation equipment x 3

· boom comparable 1920s

US Relations

· Although neutral, like Can, US convinced once Europe gone, NA next

· Aug 7, King met Roosevelt  at Ogdensburg

· After informal discussions, Ogdensburg Declaration

· Create Permanent Joint Board on Defense

· US-Can commission monitoring def of N half of W hemisph

· During the war and “for an indefinite time” AFTER way
· Such declaration > impact on Can foreign n defence policy for next few decades

End

· overall, Fall of Fr > led to maturation of Canada during WWII

· Can’s participation and activeness in the war helped define itself not only at home, but on the world scale
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The Fall of France, Freedom, and French Fries

Intro:

1. Why was the second Schlieffen Plan scrapped, what replaced it, and what was the difference?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “The Fall of France” – How many French troops were situated at the Maginot Line? How many of the British Expeditionary Force were at the Belguim border?

___________________________________________________________________________

3. “Germany Attacks” – What was the initial reaction to the feint offensive?

___________________________________________________________________________

4. “The Allies Retreat” – Why is Group A initially delayed? Which way do they head?

___________________________________________________________________________

5. “Allied Forces Trapped” – What was the Weygand Plan and what was its flaw?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. “Evacuation from Dunkirk” – Why did the German forces not crush the Allies?

___________________________________________________________________________

7. “Paris Captured” – What was   Hitler’s opinion on Italy joining the war?

___________________________________________________________________________

8. What was the key article of the France armistice? Why did Germany not take all of France?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What were the three main ways Canada was affected by France’s defeat?

___________________________________________________________________________

10. What was the National Resources Mobility Act?

___________________________________________________________________________

11. Why did the Canadian economy boom following France’s defeat?

___________________________________________________________________________

12. What was the Ogdensburg Declaration and how did it affect Canada-US relationships?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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