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The New Dawn – Canada Emerges from the Third World

Textbook: Canada: A Nation Unfolding by Newman, Garfield

Part A: Summarize significance and symbolism.
- Sir Wilfred Laurier

Wilfred Laurier was the Canadian Prime Minister from 1896 to 1911. During his time, known as the “Laurier Years”, Canada experienced great economic boom, along with mass immigrations. Laurier often portrayed the “national mood” with his friendly appearance and his politically strong character, with his strong public speaking, confidence, and knowing the wants of the public. His decisions were based on his ideal of compromising and finding common ground. Unfortunately, this did not always work, as, in the example of the Manitoba school Act, neither side was completely satisfied. Some believe that Laurier strived for short-term goals to keep the public happy, rather than focus on the long-term needs. Laurier symbolized the starting of the maturation and emergence of Canada as an independent country, and a hope for a future.

- Max Aitken

Max Aitken was a New Brunswick financier/businessman, known as the “merger king”, who founded some large companies in the manufacturing sector. He formed Canada Cement in 1909 from merging 11 different companies across the Dominion, and Stelco (Steel Company of Canada). In a time where big companies were from across the border, Aitken was able to gather some of the small, scattered companies of Canada and put them together. In effect, this created a stronger and more independent Canada, lessening the reliance on American trade and thus creating the foundations for the rise of more Canadian owned companies. Aitken also had his own newspaper, starting the newspaper empire, and was named “Lord Beaverbrook” by King George V in 1917.
- Clifford Sifton

Laurier appointed Sifton to the position of Minister of the Interior in 1896. Sifton created an “open door” immigration policy to encourage newcomers to Canada. Ads flooded “desirable” countries in the West, trying to attract new immigrants with free land and a sense of fresh opportunity. Many new settlers did come in search of new opportunities in the Dominion, many flooding their countries from poor social conditions or religious persecution. As a result of Sifton’s “open door” policy, Canada’s population swelled to 2 million by 1910, supplying Canada with a cheap workforce and potential for rapid economic growth. 
- Frank Oliver

In 1905, Oliver became the new Minister of the Interior. Oliver was a critic of Sifton’s policies and preferred a more “closed door” immigration policy. In 1910, he changed the Immigration Act to slow down non-English settlers, and added restrictions (such as a minimum sum of money) on immigrants based on their race. Oliver effectually slowed down the mass flow into the country, but also resulted in a race-conscious population. He also amended the Indian Act, giving the government the power to take away reserve land from the Aboriginals.

- Sodbusters

Sodbusters were first-time settlers to a new area who literally broke up the hard surfaced soil land for cultivation. The prairie land was bought at $10 FOR ¼ a section (160 acres/65 hectares), and many newcomers came. These settlers often had to endure harsh natural conditions (i.e. wheat rust, pests, droughts, fires, and ice storms) to make the land liveable while trying to grow some crops. 40 of families gave up or sold their land, but those who stayed and survived laid the groundwork for generations of farmers to come.

- Timothy Eaton

Timothy Eaton was the one who started the popular Eaton’s stores. His first store was at Yonge Street in Toronto, and quickly became a chain. Mail-order catalogues were sent out – rural area families often bought things that they couldn’t get at the local general store. The Eaton’s department store has still stood and symbolizes the long development and homeliness of Canadian homes throughout history.

- Henri Bourassa

Bourassa was a French-Canadian who believed strongly in nationalism and preserving the French culture. He was the leader of La Ligue Nationaliste Canadienne (1903), a strong group of about 10 members who spoke out on Quebec’s isolation and not fitting in with the rest of the Dominion, and was against the Boer War and Canada’s participation. Bourassa was an influential figure in French-Canadian history that fought patriotically for distinct culture. 

- J.S. Woodsworth – Strangers Within Our Gates

Woodsworth was a progressive reformer and author of the bestseller Strangers within Our Gates. The book dealt with the multicultural issues of Canada, pointing out Canada’s need to bind together different cultures together as Canada. It pointed out Canada’s social concerns and made the public aware of the problem at hand.

- Head Tax

The Head Tax was a fee imposed on Chinese immigrants to Canada. It was created from fears by the White population that Chinese newcomers would take their jobs. Thus, the tax was imposed, rising from the original $50 in 1885, to $100 in 1902, the to an astounding $500 by 1903, denying many poor Chinese farmers access to Canada – a black mark in the history of the development of the country.
- The “Piggery”

The “Piggery” was a prison of sort to hold Chinese and other Asian immigrants before letting them in Canada. It was during a time of many anti-Asian views and riots. Some there were held for up to 6 months in unsanitary conditions. The place was torn down in 1978, an ugly sign in Canada’s history.
- Reserve System

Upon the mass settling of English and Frenchmen in North America and their establishments, Aboriginals were often forgotten and mistreated. New settlers needed land, and in 1906, 10 major treaties made tens of thousands of Aboriginals move to small, chosen parcels of public land called reserves. The Aboriginals depended on the government in the times of change, but often the government did not follow through with their promises. In 1910, Frank Oliver amended the Indian Act, giving the government to then take back some of the land set as reserves for a small compensation for the Aboriginals. Throughout, even the government ignored the rights and respect of Aboriginals.

- Nellie McClung

McClung was a leading supporter of women’s right to vote. She began her campaign in 1911 in Manitoba, and helped the Political Equality League in 1912. She made mockery of the male-governed government and their reasons. Through her effort at suffrage, she created a solid base for women’s rights. On January 27, 1916, the Enfranchisement of Women Act was passed, giving women the right to vote.

- Temperance Movement

The temperance movements were reform movements with the religious view that everyone should help out the lives of those less fortunate. There were many associations in this, including the WCTU (Women Christian Temperance union), the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) and the Salvation Army. They, especially the WCTU were for Prohibition, the banning of alcoholic beverages, upon the basis that they resulted negatively on moral and social aspects. Movements like these helped Canada form and shape its beliefs and views on social issues.

- Manifest Destiny

Manifest Destiny was a concept of the American “duty” to create and unite North America (US, Canada, and Mexico) together. Americans for this were in favour of the policy of expansion and believed that they should own the land of North America. Its results often had effects on the Canadian-American relations, much involving the American’s views and attempts in taking over or assimilating Canada. Canadians mostly do not share this view.
Part B: Answer the questions.

Chapter 2:

1. What was Laurier famous for?

Laurier was famous for his strong image, his passion and enthusiasm for Canada, and his ideal of compromising. 

2. What is the critique that many historians give regarding Laurier as a Prime Minister?

Some historians criticized Laurier on his policies as they were “short-term solutions and ignored [the] long term consequences”. 

3. What are “push” and “pull” factors?

Some of the “pull” factors towards Canada were its promise of prosperity, strong economy, and opportunity. Some of the “push” factors included bad social conditions in the home country, and racial discrimination.

4. What three changes were taking place in Canada’s economy?

Natural resources, such as the discovery of gold in Klondike, lead to the trade and usage of these sources, including metals and minerals. In addition, Western Canada was opening up to farming, with large areas of prairie land in Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan turning to farmland, vital to feed the Canadian population. In addition, prominent Canadian companies started to form.

5. What word on page 21 can be used to describe the state of Canada's economy?

“The Canadian economy was mature…” 

6. a) What was Sifton’s “Open Door Policy” of immigration

The Open Door Policy targeted mass immigration to Canada.

b) Where did Canada want immigrants from and why?

Canada wanted immigrants from Western countries in Europe for cheap labour and farming.

c) What strategies were used to attract them?

Pamphlets, posters, and ads were used all around the “desired” countries and immigration agencies were quickly set up.

7. Why was there growing concern among French-Canadians regarding the new wave of immigrants?

French-Canadians were concerned, as they did not wish for their own culture to become overwhelmed by those of the new immigrants.

8. If Sifton had an “Open Door Policy”, then his successor, Frank Oliver, implemented a “Closed Door Policy”. Explain how Oliver changed Canada’s immigration campaigns.

Oliver narrowed and slowed the flow of immigrants by imposing restrictions to those coming.

Chapter 3:

9. Once they arrived on the Prairies, how much land were new immigrants given?

Quarter sections of land (160 acres/65 hectares) were sold to the new immigrants at the price of $10.

10. How were southern Ontario and Quebec different in their economic development?

Ontario developed their economy towards the manufacturing industry, particularly iron and steel and other manufactured goods. Quebec, on the other hand, thought that industrialization would threaten the nature of their society, but still boomed, with hydro-electricity, mining, and factories.

11. Ontario today is Canada’s industrial powerhouse. Track its economic development with a small chart that illustrates the relationship of “cause and effect” (how one incident leads to another) between these events

12. What key difference was evident in the economic growth of Quebec? List two points from the text to prove this.

“…the Roman Catholic Church…did not want French-Canadians to lose their old rural ways of life.”

“Also, as business-oriented Quebeckers tried to make it in the new economy, they encountered language barriers.”

Chapter 4:

13. How was Canada a “nation of economic contrasts”?

There was a huge gap between those who could afford luxury, the “haves”, and those who couldn’t, the “have-nots”. While the economy boomed, reform movements started.

14. List two reasons why women were “allowed” to enter the workforce.

Women sometimes had to enter the workforce to help pay the bills or because for the job, women “were better at handling detail and had nimble hands that were efficient in the constant use of the new machines”. In addition, the pay for women was far less than men.

15. What types of jobs did women typically work in?

Women typically worked through sewing, washing, domestic jobs, factory works, office work, teaching, and nursing.

16. Why did this become a time of the people acting on a number of social issues such as urban reform, education, suffragists, and organized labour?

The economy was booming, but the Laurier government did little to help improve social conditions and issues.

17. What social group might be the ones organizing the majority of these movements?

Reformers and those organizations fighting for basic rights and services, such as the WCTU, YMCA, Salvation Army, and many other groups/organizations.

Chapter 5

18. Explain what imperialism (colonialism) is and how Canada and Britain both benefited from their colonial relationship.

Imperialism is creating/taking control of colonies and creating an empire under an authority. Both sides benefited from this as Britain got trade, more goods, and more power, while Canada got a boost on starting up with support from Britain.

19. What was Laurier trying to do with Canada’s tie to Britain?

Laurier was trying to show that Canada was independent of Britain without damaging any positive relationship.

20. What is “reciprocity”?

Reciprocity is the negotiation of free trading between tow groups, namely Canada and the US.

21. Why did Laurier lose the 1911 election to Robert Borden?

Borden raised the issue that Canadian companies would lose business and not be protected, and American comments raised fears of their goal of assimilating Canada. “ ‘Canadian annexation is the logical conclusion of Reciprocity with Canada’ ” Thus many supporters for Laurier turned away.

