WWII – Important Events and Battles
Dunkirk
April-May 1940

· Nazis conquered Netherlands and Belgium then pushed to France

· Panzers pushed British forces to the English Channel on May 21

· Hitler calls off Wehrmacht to give Luftwaffe the honour of the final strike but fog delays Kraut air strike and a fleet of 900 British boats ferried 340k of British soldiers with success.

· this preserved British forces and saved Allies from defeat

· it showed the power of the Nazi Wehrmacht

· led to Hitler’s inflated aggression vs. England

· if the forces had been wiped out, support would’ve dropped at home

· showed that Hitler put pride before victory

Denmark, Holland, Belgium Fall to Germany
April 9, 1940 – Germany invades Norway and seizes Denmark

May 10 – Germany launches invasion of Belgium and Holland

May 13 – Dutch troops begin to withdraw to Amsterdam – Rotterdam area

May 15 – Netherlands surrenders

May 17 – Germany takes Brussels

May 28 – Belgium surrenders

· invasion began on April 4th, Denmark is overrun in 4 hours and confusion within the Allied powers put them at a disadvantage

· Holland take within 4 hours

· Allies in Belgium being to withdraw on May 16, Brussels fell the next day

· Luftwaffe knock out all but 12 planes of the Dutch air force on day 2 of invasions, they surrendered on the 5th day

· Belgium refused to integrate its defence with the Dutch or French because they wanted to keep neutrality, surrendered two weeks later

· Germany held a major part of Europe

France Falls
June 14, 1940 – Hitler knew if he could take over Paris, France would fall, the city was evacuated by the French government on June 13th and the next day Germany moved in.

June 6 – Hitler made great advances westward and placed Marshal Petainos a governor of an area in South France (Vichy) and he put the rest of the country under German military administration.

June 22 – France signed armistice with Nazis

· After WWI, Germany was forced to take part in a humiliating surrender, they made a massive propaganda event out of French armistice proposal on June 17, on June 22, they forced France to sign armistice in the full glare of the media and in the same boxcar where Germany was forced to sign surrender after WWI

· Result, alliance between Britain and France fell and French generals predicted Britain would fall within three weeks

Battle of Britain
· After the fall of France, Hitler plans to invade Britain, July 16, 1940 Fuhrer Directive 16: Hitler plans to invade Britain with landing

· Luftwaffe could field 745 fighters and 1280 bombers by July 20, RAF could only field 531 but had radar tech

· September 7, 2 Krauts bombers hit by flak while on mission to bomb military targets, dropped bombs blind and pulled out, they accidentally hit London which was off-limits by Hitler

· Churchill bombs Berlin, Hitler calls it terror bombing and promised to raise their cities to the ground, he bombs British cities and allows the RAF to counter with the help of radar

· September 15, the peak of fighting, Krauts had 1000+ bombers and 700 fighters, many planes were lost and at least 25% of them were damaged

· Luftwaffe was reassigned to the Balkans and the worst was over for the Britons

Operation Barbarossa

June 22, 1941

· 3 million troops

· 3580 tanks

· 2000 planes

· German attack on Soviets with Blitzkrieg

· Initially successful, dealt 1 million casualties while suffering only 500k themselves

· Soviet land and army is huge, impossible for quick victory

· Went into late fall of 1941

· Germans weren’t prepared for the winter, fought warmly dressed Siberian troops

· Stopped only 50 km from Moscow

· a failed attack that used a lot of resources

· impossible for future successful attacks on Soviet

· only major German/Soviet conflict

· ends the Soviet/Germany pact, creates a new enemy and front to fight on

Pearl Harbour
December 7, 1941

· Japan negotiated with the U.S. for a peace treaty, this was to distract them while preparing to strike, this was headed by Isoruku Yamamoto

· 8 am – first wave, 184 planes attacked ships

· 9 am – second wave, 170 planes bombed ships and air fields, 200 US aircraft were destroyed

· Japan lost 25 aircraft and 55 men

· 349 aircraft and 2400 men for the US

· Naval superiority in the Pacific for Japan

· Some warships were not destroyed and US maintained some control in the Pacific

· Spurred Japan to conquer Pacific

· Roosevelt declared war on Japan, Germany declared war on US

Hong Kong

December 18, 1941

December 25

· Canadian soldiers stationed to protect Hong Kong

· C soldiers – poorly trained, 30% never fired a rifle

· Japan cut off HK protection by air and water

· Insufficient defences

· Japan put 50k soldiers secretly in preparation

· All Canadian soldiers either captured or killed

· Canadian military defeat

· Despite efforts, HK still captured

· Good ties with China, became trade partners, 3rd largest by 1990

· POW’s became slaves and labourers, horrible conditions many Canadians died there, Japanese POW camps had 6x death rate than German ones

Dieppe
August 19, 1942

· invasion by Canadian forces of the French harbour Dieppe

· draw attention of Germans away from Russian front line

· commanders look at six factors:

· weather, tide, moon

· time for German reinforcements

· sea support

· air support

· composition of forces

· security

· Canadian troops trained in Britain for 3 years

· Given recon photos to survey the land

· No artillery support but Germans countered with mortars

· 5k soldiers went, 1k died, 500 wounded, 2k captured

· failures contributed to the successes at Normandy

· managed to draw troops from the Russian front

Italy and Sicily
June 26, 1943 – Canadian soldiers waiting for fight go to Sicily

September 3 – Canadian soldiers arrive in Sicily

End of September – Italy surrenders

Late autumn – Canadians move 650 km to Rome

· at Sicily, Canadian planned to join British 8th army under General Montgomery

· battle plan was to invade Sicily and trap German and Italian soldiers at NE tip of the island were US army on E shore would stop them, but the trap was too slow and thousands of Krauts escaped to Italy

· Allies attack Italy, Mussolini is captured by citizens and killed

· led to civil war in the north

· Mussolini is captured and executed

Ortona
December 17, 1943

· Ortona, heavily fortified blocked the route to Rome

· Canadian division faced elite German troops, they lost 2136 men and 176 officers but they won and opened road to rome

· Ortona is on cliffs above Adriatic sea, steep countryside and bridges were blown

· fall of italy

· weakened axis

· boosted national pride and respect of troops

· developed mouse holing, take house blast from the attack and take the next house, repeated

D-Day
June 6, 1944

· early June 30k Canadians were ready to fight

· June 5 men began heading to Normandy while bombers of the RCAF and RAF and USAF bombed all night

· 6am bombing began

· 8am Canadians secured beachhead

· 9am juno beach was taken

· 1 pm Germans started to lose to the allies

· 2 pm Canadians moved into Normandy, enemies hid in the countryside

· 9 pm 6-10 miles of Normandy was allied territory, 340 Canadians killed, 574 wounded, 49 taken prisoner

· 1 allied unit obtained overall objective, Canada’s 1st hussars, showed discipline and skill

· led to eventual loss of the Germans

VE Day
May 7, 1945

· German army had been defeated, by march allies invaded Germany

· Hitler commits suicide

· Grand Admiral Karl Danitz surrenders Wehrmacht to allies

· end of WWII in europe

Hiroshima and Nagasaki
August 6, 1945 – little boy dropped on Hiroshima

August 9 – fat man dropped on Nagasaki

· US did not want to use troops in Japan, heavy losses would occur

· Offered surrender but Japan refused with silence

· Hiroshima – 40k dead, 61k wounded, Japan doesn’t surrender

· Nagasaki – 30k dead

· usage of the first nuclear weapon

· Einstein opposed this

· Many innocent killed

· US citizens called it cowardly

· No US troops were killed

· Led to VJ day

· Led to cold war

· Japan’s pride was shattered

VJ Day
August 10, 1945

· after bombs were dropped, Japan unconditionally surrendered

· signed on US battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay

· marked the final end to WWII

